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About
So, are you ready?
A minimum of three months volunteering in the Philippines will both challenge you personally and stretch you 
professionally. You will experience how the local church and community is at the heart of tackling poverty and 
injustice and have the chance to show love in practical ways as you visit and learn from inspirational communities. At 
all times whilst in the field our Philippines volunteer coordinator will manage your activities and experiences.

Who are we looking for?
Individuals who are flexible and adaptable, with a passion for seeing children and young people reach their potential. 
Those who would love the chance to spend at least three months living in the Philippines, and working in a team 
alongside other volunteers and staff in Viva’s partner network, the Philippines Children’s Ministries Network (PCMN).
We are also looking for volunteers who are eager to learn and grow, both personally and professionally, about what 
being a Global Citizen means today. The placement involves this teaching and learning aspect at its core, namely, 
through our volunteer training at Impact Academy. 

What could you be doing?
Impact Academy involves a two-day pre-departure training which will 
take place soon before your trip, in our Oxford offices. You will cover 
preparation topics such as cultural encounters, managing your role 
as a volunteer in this new context, and safety and security, as well as 
broader topics on themes such as poverty, inequality and human rights. 
The Academy will also stretch into your trip with teaching sessions lead 
by PCMN staff at least once a month.

Whilst in the Philippines, we want to make sure that volunteers are 
helping where the need is greatest, so the day-to-day work may change 
closer to the time to reflect this. You could be involved in anything 
ranging from after-school clubs to feeding programmes.  A large amount 
of what you personally are involved in will also be reflected in your 
own interests and passions.

If you are currently studying International Development or a similar subject at University, or know you’d like to gain 
valuable experience to equip you to move into the sector in the future, please do express this in your application 
form. We may be able to offer you an internship in the main PCMN, volunteering with monitoring, evaluation, 
research, fundraising, administration and other operational elements that support PCMN programmes to run 
efficiently.

To give just an example, past volunteer teams have also been involved in:
• Providing social work support on active cases 
• Tutoring children in English
• Leading children in music, sport, dancing or creative activities
• Helping children prepare for alternative family care

Key Dates for August Trip

Applications open: Friday 22nd February 2019
Application deadline: Monday 12th August 2019
Interviews: A week or so after initial application 
form submitted
Pre-departure training: 12th - 14th August 2019 

Trip date: 25th August 2019

Cost and Fundraising

The final overall cost of your 
placement will vary depending 
on how long you have to give to 
volunteering in the Philippines. 
 
3 Months:  £3,130
4 Months:  £3,420
5 Months:  £3,700
6 Months:  £4,000



Why does it cost money to work as a volunteer? 
There are clear expenses associated with a placement abroad such as travel, food, water and electricity, which, 
as a charity seeking to raise money for children at risk around the world; Viva simply cannot afford to cover for 
volunteers. Your final placement price also includes your placement coordination and learning modules through 
Impacy Academy, so that we can make sure your experience is the best it possibly can be - for both you and the 
projects receiving you.

What’s included in the cost?
• Flights
• Food
• Accommodation
• Training and support before, during and after your placement
• Viva staff time
• In-country travel, food and accommodation

What’s not included?
• Visa
• Personal Travel Insurance 
• Vaccinations
• Travel to and from Oxford interviews and training events

Although your placement cost does not include visas, injections or insurance, you will receive helpful advice and 
support for organising these aspects of your trip. 

Travel Discount - Fundraise for Viva
We are able to offer a discount on the total cost of your trip, if you are willing to fundraise for Viva and our partners, 
PCMN. For every £100 you raise, we will be able to give you £25 back for the cost of your trip. So for example, if you 
were planning to travel for 6 months, the total cost of your trip would be £4,000. If you were to choose to fundraise 
for Viva, and were able to raise £2,000, the cost of your trip would come down to £3,500.

When do you have to pay?
• We don’t ask you to pay the whole amount all at once.
• When you apply you are required to send in a non-refundable deposit of £500. The deposit covers the 

administrative costs of processing your application, your interview and pre-departure training event.
• After we have confirmed your place, we will ask you to send in a further deposit. This is for remaining UK 

administrative costs, such as your criminal record checks, in-country and other necessary preparatory costs that 
have to be paid in advance, and again, this is non-refundable.

• You will need to pay the final balance a month before you travel, if possible.
• Fundraising inspiration:
• As soon as you have completed your application form we will contact you about helping you to fundraise for the 

cost of your trip (and for Viva if you would like to fundraise and recieve a discount). We can help you set up a 
Virgin Money Giving page to get you started towards achieving your fundraising goal.

Frequently Asked Questions
When can I travel? 
We send out a team to our partners, PCMN, in the Philippines in August and January each year.

How long do I have to go? 
We recommend that you are placed for at least 3-4 months, but you can opt to stay for up to 12 months. so you have 
the chance to really understand the culture and your role in the everyday life of the project. It takes time to get to 
grips with serious responsibility, and it takes time to grow working relationships. 



How old should I be? 
You have to be a minimum of 18 to work with us as a volunteer. Otherwise, any age is welcome. So, if you need a 
career break, or some fresh experience overseas, we would also love to hear from you!
If I apply with a friend, can we be placed at the same project 
If you apply together, we guarantee that you will be assigned on the same project.

Who decides which project I will be placed with, and when will I know? 
Upon application, you’re invited to an informal interview with our volunteer coordinator, where you will have the 
chance to talk more about who you are and what type of project you could see yourself being a part of. Then we 
will need a couple of weeks to communicate with PCMN about their programme needs, and where you will best 
fit within their current projects. We try to get all the practical details in place as soon as possible and update you 
continuously throughout the process. 

Is my placement guaranteed after I have applied? 
Your application is not a guarantee that we can send you out. If you struggle with mental illness, have serious illness in 
the immediate family or cannot be sympathetic towards the Christian faith foundation of Viva and PCMN, it may rule 
you out as a potential volunteer. However, we do not reject anyone before we have had the informal interview. 
Internships are subject to your professional profile and the requirements of PCMN at the time you apply.

Do I have to be Christian to apply?
No, but you will need to demonstrate a considerable sympathy and cultural sensitivity towards the faith foundation of 
both Viva and PCMN. Unless you indicate that you would like to, there is no presumption that you will be involved in 
prompting any exclusively Christian activities.

Will Viva provide accommodation for the Impact Academy in Oxford?
Unfortunately we are unable to provide hotel accommodation for your stay in Oxford. We would ask that you first 
attempt to find a personal connection in Oxford who would be willing to host you. If this is impossible, then we will 
attempt to find a local and trusted friend of Viva’s to accommodate you.

Who do I contact with further questions about Impact?
If you have any other questions whatsoever, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with Impact’s UK volunteer co-
ordinator, Vicki Price, at v.price@viva.org or 01865 811660. We’d be happy to hear from you!
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